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Purpose:  In support of Contract N0014006C0100 - NETC DL related to development of online mobile distance courses in the Arabic language and culture, the University of West Florida Libraries proposes to purchase a wide variety of e-resources.  Since the program will be presented through online, distance learning technologies, insofar as possible, the library intends to purchase interdisciplinary resources that are available online and for download for easy access by students and faculty. 

Scope:  Many resources, including dictionaries, grammars, and language learning aids will focus on support of the language itself.  However, since students will be encouraged to develop an understanding of the culture of the areas in which Arabic is spoken, the library will also purchase resources on art, architecture, music, literature, customs, business, history, politics, and social issues.  In addition, the library will purchase some online resources in Arabic to give students practice in reading the language and learning about current affairs from an Arabic perspective. 

Types of Resources:  Attached is a spreadsheet outlining the primary types of multidisciplinary resources that will be purchased.  Included are examples of possible titles and publishers or vendors from whom these resources will be acquired.  The allocation amounts indicated are estimates.  Actual selections and final purchase decisions will be made in close consultation with faculty hired to teach in the program. 

Acquisition Procedures:  The types of resources that will be purchased are predominantly sole source. They may be only available direct from a publisher or producer. In the case of individual e-journals and books, however, they may be available through reliable library-related vendors such as Midwest Library Service, Ingram or EBSCO which can often obtain titles at discounted costs.  Discounts may range from 5% - 40% depending on the publisher and the country of origin.  In the case of databases, it may be possible to make lower-cost purchases through library-based consortia in which UWF is a member, including Solinet (Southeast Library Network) or the State University Library consortium in Florida. Library consortia frequently have negotiated discounted prices for its members. 

Should any of the databases be available through alternate platforms, the UWF Library will negotiate with competing vendors to obtain the lowest price while assuring that the service meets the standards that we require for reliable online and e-resources.     

